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We have seen Lane in a phase of his life distinct from all the remainder. The years 1825-28 are

the only time in which he could be called a traveller. Even then the traveller bent on the enjoyment

of the wonders of a new land is swallowed up in the student intent on understanding the monuments

of a marvellous antiquity. But after this first visit all traces of the traveller disappear, and the serious

laborious student becomes everything. Once again in after years did Lane ascend the Nile as far as

Thebes, and live the old life in his tomb; but it was to avoid the Plague, and his visit there was still

devoted to study. Henceforward we shall see, not the enterprising and often daring explorer, climbing

flat-faced cliffs, swinging down a mummy-pit, crawling in the low passages of tombs and pyramids, but

a scholar at his desk, a learned man honoured in learned circles, the highest authority on matters

Arabian to whom England or Europe could appeal.


