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CHAPTER 1
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The LA36/LA35 DECwriter II is a fast, small, quiet 300 baud printer terminal for use as an economic-
al hard-copy terminal in remote or local output or input/output applications. A true 30-character-per-
second throughput is provided for full utilization of a 300 baud communications line without the use
of fill characters. Data can be sent (LA36) or received (LA36/LA35) in standard ASCII code at 3 rates:
110, 150, and 300 baud.

NOTE ,
This manual should be used to maintain LA37s. The
LA37 is an LA36 with a APL/ASCII keyboard.

The printer produces a hard copy original plus up to 5 duplicate copies on tractor-driven continuous
forms varying in width from 7.6 to 37.8 cm (3 to 14-7/8 inches). Preprinted forms can be positioned in
exact vertical alignment by operating a manual clutch on the tractor drive. The standard set of 96
upper- and lowercase ASCII characters (Table 1-1) is printed at a horizontal spacing of 3.9 characters
per centimeter (10 characters per inch) and a vertical spacing of 2.3 lines per centimeter (6 lines per
inch). A switch on the LA36 keyboard printed circuit board allows selection of a reduced set of 64
uppercase ASCII characters.

NOTE
On LA36 printers with serial numbers below 15700,
this switch is internal. On units above 15700, this

switch is accessible to an operator and is called key-
board CAPS LOCK key.

1-1
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1.1 PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The unit is a free-standing, pedestal-type terminal. Dimensions are shown in Figure 1-1. There are two
major mechanical assemblies and three circuit boards in the unit. Mechanical assemblies are the print-
er mechanism and print head, which are mounted on a cabinet base. A complete mechanical break-
down of the DECwriter II is provided in Appendi